54                               JAMES MCCOSH

not in favor of the abolition of patronage. Some-of the
best of the evangelicals were full of hope, expecting a
new era in the Church of Scotland, and having no idea
that it would be disestablished when reformed. This I
confess was my feeling.

Having no particular office, and wishing to secure the
influence of landed proprietors, I became tutor in the
excellent family of Mr. Graham of Meiklewood, near
Sterling.

Meanwhile a ministerial vacancy occurred in Kirk-
michael, a parish adjoining my native place, by the death
of a moderate minister of no great talent and no religious
zeal, who had contented himself with giving sound moral
advice on the Sabbath with a very uncertain gospel sound.
The people, consisting of farmers with their families, of
village tradesmen and shopkeepers and farm-servants,
were longing for something better, and, being unable to
secure access to the village church, they met in the street
on a cold evening in March and resolved to recommend
me to the crown, which had the patronage. In order to
assure success they further resolved to petition their her-
itors,1 as likely to be consulted. The whole parish, the
whole district, became agitated. Mr. John McClymont,
an accomplished farmer, corresponded with me, and urged
my acceptance of the call on the part of the people* I
resolved to stand by them, and they stood steadfastly by
me. I got the favor of about one-third of the heritors,
but the majority were against the popular movement, and
against me; among my opponents was a vain merchant
who had been appointed a trustee by my father to look
after the family property.

1 The Scotch designation for the proprietors or landholders of the
parish.portant of all subjects, and without reserve.
